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The 82nd National Honey Show is just weeks 
away.  It is the U.K’s ‘gold standard’ honey 
show – the equivalent of Wimbledon for ten-
nis players.  It will be held in Weybridge, Sur-
rey from 24th to 26th October.   
 

There are almost 250 classes and beekeepers 
come from all over the world to enter so it is truly an international 
show.  Why not book a ticket now to see the best of the best? 

What’s on? 
Apart from the world class honey show there will be a full programme of 
workshops and lectures throughout the event and a wide selection of 
trade stands with lots of equipment and books to buy. 
 

You can see the line-up and download the show schedule on the NHS 
website www.honeyshow.co.uk/lecture_convention.shtml and you will 
receive all the details in the programme that comes with tickets pur-
chased in advance.  Advance tickets plus the 2013 schedule of classes 
and show entry application are available now.  New for this year is Class 
57, a microscopy slide plus there are even more lectures and workshops. 
So there is something for everyone. 
 

The official closing date for show entries is 1st October, but late entries 
will be accepted until 20th October on payment of a £5 late entry fee. 
Entries for classes 54 - 62 closed on 9th September and late entries are 
not accepted. 

How much does it cost? 
You can become a member of the NHS for £12 and then entry for the 
duration of the show is free.  Admission for non-members is £15 per 
day.  Accompanied children of 16 years and under are free.  You can join 
the NHS by filling out the form at www.honeyshow.co.uk/
membership.shtml.  You can also pay on the door, but it is better to get 
an advance ticket and avoid the queue. 

 

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lecture_convention.shtml
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/membership.shtml
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/membership.shtml


Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

 

Central Sussex Division 

Wednesday 9th October - ‘A New Approach’, a talk by Roger Patterson, Vice Chairman, WSBKA 

at the RAFA Club, Horsham at 7:30pm.  Details from Melvyn Essen:                                                                                
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 15th October - ‘Bees Are Not The Only Pollina-

tors’, a talk by Mike Edwards at Boxgrove Village Hall, 7:30pm.  
F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  f r o m :  H e n r i e t t a  C u r r e y :                                    
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s web-
site: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Tuesday 22nd October - ‘Varroa’, a talk by Jim Norfolk, Chairman Chichester BKA.  North Hall, 

Loxwood at 7:30pm.  Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 5th & Wednesday 16th October - Meetings at Holts Farm to prepare the bees for 

winter starting at 2pm.  Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Sunday 6th October - Dorset Beekeepers’ Convention (details in last month’s County News). 

Monday 7th October - London Honey Show, Lancaster London (article in July’s County News). 

Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October - National Honey Show.  St George’s College, Wey-

bridge, Surrey.  (see the lead article in this newsletter). 

Saturday 16th November - Bee Improvement for All (see last month’s County News). 

Saturday 16th November - Sussex BKA Annual Convention (details page 2) 

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk


Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 

Here we are, as I write this on 25th September (sorry Graham, late again), well and truly 
into autumn.  Misty mornings and mild, bright afternoons.  A good time to check on the 
bees and see how the winter preparations are going. 
 

This year the plan was to be ahead of last year, start feeding earlier, get any uniting done, 
and heave a sigh of relief about how much better things are at this season’s end than at 
last year’s.   That is the problem with plans… they don’t work – or they only work in part.   

 

More from Moore - The season of mists and not so fruitful bees 

 South East Honey Survey 2013 

 

As usual at this time of year I’m asking for details of your honey crop, which I have 
been doing now since 2004 and the information gives an interesting guide to how 
previous seasons have gone with regard to honey crop.  This year’s results 
will again be interesting as in many parts of the South East the spring crop 
was non-existent, colonies only catching up when the weather changed 
half way through the year.  As always, please make a return even if you 
didn’t collect any honey as this indicates just how difficult beekeeping can 
be.  Please feel free to add notes either in your email or on the form, 
which could include comments such as: 
 
I collected a nuc this season so wouldn’t expect a honey crop (new Beekeeper) 
I would normally expect a honey crop of about xxxlbs 
Any other info that may be of interest that would affect the honey crop 
 
This information is also important to inform Defra about the total honey crop and helps to justify deci-
sions regarding funding for beekeeping from government.  No personal details will be given to Defra with 
this information. 
 
Thanking you in advance. 
 

Alan Byham,  SE Regional Bee Inspector 
 
Alan’s survey form can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

Sussex BKA Convention 

The Sussex Beekeepers' Association Annual Convention will be held at the Uckfield Civic Centre on 

Saturday 16th November in the Ashdown Room starting at 9am.  The programme will include lec-

tures from John Farmer, Norman Carreck, Dr Michael Keith-Lucas, Margaret Ginman and Ian 

Homer.  Lecturers’ profiles, full details of the event and booking form can be found on the 

Association’s website www.sbkaconvention.org.uk/  
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http://www.uckfieldciviccentre.com/
http://www.sbkaconvention.org.uk/


We’re on the web: 

www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T ER  

Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
 
 
For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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On the feeding all is going well.  Already 200kg of sugar made up into syrup and the bees have taken it 
down.  I am beginning to wonder if the remaining 100kg will be enough! 
 
Using Vitafeed Green in the first five litres per hive, as usual, we anticipated a nice boost to autumn lay-
ing.  However, on looking at several hives on 18th September there was no brood at all in nearly all those 
we inspected.  Queens present, behaviour good, stores a-plenty, but not an egg, larva or sealed brood cell 
to be seen.  The words of Corporal Jones kept ringing in my ears, ‘Don’t panic!’  Was it using MAQS on all 
the bigger hives?  Was it to do with feeding?  Just the time of year?  Sit tight, wait, delay any uniting, and 
hope. 
 
Yesterday (24th September) was to be the moment of truth.  And thank goodness, a reassuring day it was. 
Laying queens!  Not every one, but brood in most hives, the queens having been back in lay for between 
two and eight days (and a few that obviously never stopped).  Why this break in brood-rearing happened 
we are unlikely to establish.  I can’t say whether MAQS was implicated at all, though I don’t really think 
so.  Two hives managed to raise new queens during the MAQS treatment, one laying almost immediately, 
the other started a day or two ago.  Most of the smaller hives, that were treated with thymol, had shorter 
brood breaks.  Was that due to the treatment, or was it because there were fewer bees and the need for 
more population was greater?   I do have a feeling that the congestion in the hives following removal of 
the supers may have had some effect as the most crowded hives seem to have taken the longest break.  
That’s the thing with beekeeping – never routine, and often no clear answer. 
 
Breathing more easily now, it is back to autumn preparation.  Sadly one small nucleus robbed out by 
wasps or other bees; two nuclei combined due to apparent robbing starting, with the spare queen used 
where a supersedure had failed.  Quiet routine restored, and time to dig the potatoes and pick apples. 
Maybe more fruitful than I thought when I started writing. 
 

Tom 



HONEY STATISTICS  &  AVERAGE PRICES. 
 
South Eastern Region 
Honey Information – England and Wales 2013 
 
Beekeeper Name   
 
Address  
 
       
     
 
AVERAGE PRICES           Price (£) lb 
        notes 
Flower Direct Sales   ………. (honey sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Flower Wholesale   ………. (honey bottled and sold at wholesale price to a retailer) 
 
Bulk Flower Honey   ………. (honey sold in bulk containers, 30lb tubs etc.)  
 
Heather Honey Direct Sales                 ………. (honey sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Heather Wholesale   ………. (honey bottled and sold at wholesale price to a retailer) 
 
Bulk Heather Honey   ………. (honey sold in bulk containers, 30lb tubs etc.) 
 
Cut Comb    ………. (sold direct to the consumer) 
 
Total Honey crop, in lbs                  ………. (total honey crop for year) 
 
Weight of ‘run honey’                  ………. (in bottles or bulk containers, not heather honey.) 
 
Weight of heather honey                  ………. (total weight of heather crop) 
 
Weight of Cut comb   ……….  
 
 
Number of Colonies   ………. (total number of colonies owned on 31/08/13)  
 
Number of ‘Producing colonies’                ………. (total number of colonies that produced honey in 2013) 
 
NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return, preferably by email to:  alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Or by post to: 
 
Alan Byham, SE Regional Bee Inspector 
National Bee Unit 
Room 02GA02 
Sand Hutton 
York 
YO41 1LZ 
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